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instincts, for in their way his letters are models of
style, but he had none of the tastes of a scholar and
no sympathy with scholarship. Classical studies
were therefore not fashionable at his Court. During
the previous reigns it was not only grave ambassa-
dors like Paul de Foix, who carried with them a
travelling library which was unpacked for their use
and that of their attendants at each resting-place,
men of pleasure like Bussy d'Amboisc affected even
if they did not possess a taste for reading, and pro-
fessional soldiers like the gallant Givry and St. Luc,
who was killed while commanding the artillery dur-
ing the siege of Amiens, were serious students of
antiquity. Among the Huguenots the best learn-
ing of the age was even more widely diffused; I>u
Plessis-Mornay and La Nouo were but perfected
types of the accomplished Protestant gentlemen.
Great nobles like La Rochefoucauld, Count of
Roucy, were proud of their skill in writing Latin
verses. After the accession of Henry IV, there is a
great change in the attitude of the fashionable world
to letters* The younger Biron, when some discus-
sion arose on an antiquarian question, showed by
his remarks that he possessed considerable classical
knovvledge, but he did so as if ashamed, and fearful
lest he should seem to know more than was consist-
ent with the character of a soldier and a man of
fashion; a generation earlier he would have ostenta-
tiously paraded his knowledge, Lcsdigui&rcs, per-
haps the most able of Henry's generals, had been
trained to the law and was a fair scholar, but he was
sneered at by some, as if learning and valour were